
 

 

 
 

 
24th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
I am sure, like me, you were delighted to hear the Prime Minister announce the return of children to school 
from the 8th March.  I cannot wait to meet the students and start face-to-face learning once again.  You will 
not be surprised to hear that this will take considerable planning to ensure that we return safely.  I will of 
course share these plans as soon as I have a clear schedule. 
 
I am keen that we are able to have as much normality as we can in returning to school, so the expectation 
will be that all children are expected to return in full uniform for full days.  I expect to be able to offer a broad 
curriculum that encourages all children to access all subjects in the fullest way possible.  You may wish to 
start preparing for return by ensuring that children have correct uniform and shoes, and a good supply of 
face-masks. Attendance is mandatory so all children will be expected back to school unless they are 
defined as “extremely clinically vulnerable” supported by evidence from the NHS. 
 
It is clear now that schools are not necessarily a cause for rise in infections, but they simply mirror what is 
happening in the wider community.  This was indeed the case leading up to Christmas where the infection 
rate in Bexley directly mirrored the infection rate at school.  Therefore I ask that we all continue to follow the 
guidelines to protect everyone and ensure that we do not have to return to a lockdown situation again.  The 
reopening of society is dependent on infection rates continuing to drop in the community.  I appreciate as 
parents this is often difficult, but please maintain the government guidance so that we can welcome 
students back.   
 
In the remaining weeks before re-opening, online learning will continue and it will be important that students 
continue to access these lessons. However, in order to support preparation, “live” online learning will stop 
on 5th March, and extension tasks will be set so that teachers can be on site and preparing the rooms for 
the safe return of students. I would encourage all students to review back over the Google Classrooms and 
see if there are any missing pieces of work that can also be completed.  
 
As you will have heard, upon return to school, there will be lateral flow testing available for all children.  We 
have already set up a very successful and organised testing centre for staff and most staff have been 
tested twice a week since January.  As part of the plan for students to return to full time school, we will now 
be required to test all 
 
students three times over a two week period. This will help us to identify any asymptomatic cases. You will 
appreciate that this will take a significant amount of organisation so I am inviting parents/carers/relatives to 
volunteer to help with this.  There are a range of roles, including, giving instructions, processing tests etc. 
where your time would be both valuable and appreciated.  This will not involve actually administering the 
test. This will only be for the first 2 weeks of school, so if you feel you could help us in this, please contact 
Robert.Doyle@cleevepark-tkat.org to volunteer.  Full training will be provided and you will not be working 
unsupervised.    
 
As we look in more detail how this lateral flow testing will be rolled out to students, I ask in the first instance 
that you complete the consent form by clicking on the link HERE. Testing will help stop the virus as well as 
keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary but parental consent has to be given. 
Further details on how the tests will run will be sent out prior to the 5th March.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Jxj-l5xJxJooQrRg5zec_NI5t-MgKLWZkhdlJ45CSLg/edit?usp=sharing


 

It is so important that we get back to school life in the fullest and safest way possible so I thank you in 
advance for your support.  We have spent far too long in lockdown and working together both within school 
and within the community will ensure that we do not have to return to those times.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 

 
 
Alex O’Donnell 
Executive Headteacher  
 


